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generous characters are now to be met with, whose
opinions are at variance with their inclinations, and
who praise that servility which they have themselves
never known. Others, on the contrary, speak in the
name of liberty, as if they were able to feel its sanc-
tity and its majesty, and loudly claim for humanity
those rights which they have always disowned. There
are virtuous and peaceful individuals whose pure
morality, quiet habits, affluence, and talents fit them
to be the leaders of the surrounding population ;
their love of their country is sincere, and they are
prepared to make the greatest sacrifices to its welfare,
but they confound the abuses of civilization with its
benefits, and the idea of evil is inseparable in their
minds from that of novelty.
Not far from this class is another party, whose
object is to materialize mankind, to hit upon what is
expedient without heeding what is just, to acquire
knowledge without faith, and prosperity apart from
virtue ; assuming the title of the champions of
modern civilization, and placing themselves in a
station which they usurp with insolence, and from
which they are driven by their own unworthiness.
Where are we then ? The religionists are the enemies
of liberty, and the friends of liberty attack religion ;
the high-minded and the noble advocate subjection,
and the meanest and most servile minds preach
independence ; honest and enlightened citizens are
opposed to all progress, while men without patriotism
and without principles are the apostles of civilization
and of intelligence. Has such been the fate of the
centuries which have preceded our own ? and has
man always inhabited a world like the present,
where nothing is linked together, where virtue is
without genius, and genius without honour ; where
the love of order is confounded with a taste for